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Press Release

Talal Moualla: The Table of Absence
K Gallery Dubai

K Gallery Dubai opens its new season with Syrian artist, critic, and writer Talal Moualla in "The Table of
Absence" a visual, intellectual, and literary journey that redefines the relationship between presence
and absence.

In this exhibition, the artworks offers no ready answers, only questions... Questions about that table
we gather around every day, the last thing that brings us together, or perhaps the only space where
we share our most human moments, Perhaps the loneliest moments or the warmest. The table here
is a space where we meet ourselves and encounter others, where we exchange words and memorics,
where we discover who we are, and who we become.

Kanana Al Sarraf writes: "The Table of Absence comes as one of the most distilled and mature
moments of this project.



For more than five decades, Moualla has treated the image not as a mirror of reality, but as a tool for
thought. In his works, we find something beyond words, it takes us into different worlds where scenes
become questions that go bevond the frame. Through painting and writing together, he built a project
that places visual art in constant dialogue with thought, scarching for the image's ability to create
meaning and open new worlds for understanding human existence, where words translate into living
scenes and memory intersects with the present, silence with speech.

Many works in this exhibition evoke the “Last Supper” as a visual and historical reference. Yet Moualla
does not reproduce it as a religious or ritual scene, instead of that, he reshapes it and gives it voice to
speak about our daily lives, our fragile relationships, and our questions that never end. The table here
is not the Last Supper as known in art history, but the table of absence which we gather every day
without knowing exactly who sits with us, or what we are waiting for.

In his paintings, Talal tells our stories and emotions. He shows us gathering around the table, or
drifting apart, or finding our way back to each other and to ourselves. The table becomes a space full
of meaning, waiting for the viewer to fill it with their own experience.

In this context, Talal Moualla writes in his story "Void'":

"One plate remained empty after everyone had finished. The emptiness in it was more present than
everything that had been filled around it. Things are defined by what they hold and what they leave
open. A person accumulates to silence an inner abyss, then discovers that the abyss feeds on
accumulation. When one befriends their emptiness, lack becomes an opening, and solitude becomes
a place from which to see the depth of their soul.”

The exhibition is accompanied by a sclection of Moualla's stories, where canvas and text exist in one
space, revealing how the same question extends between image and language.

About the Artist

Talal Moualla was born in Syria in 1952, growing up in a cultural environment that carly shaped his
visual awareness. From his school years, he developed the idea that the image is not merely visual
representation, but a conceptual structure open to reflection. He received his artistic education in
Svria and began practicing painting and participating in local exhibitions in the carly 1970s, marking
the true starting point of his artistic journey. He holds a BA in Arts and Humanitics from Tishreen
University (1991) and specialized in contemporary art history at the University of Sicna, Italy (1992).

A visual artist, art critic, and poet, he has practiced painting, writing, and criticism since the 1970s. He
has authored and edited more than thirty books in Arabic, English, and German, including "Art in Syria
(1950-2000)," "The War on Art," "The Twilight of Art," and "The Poverty of Knowledge in the Criticism of
Arab Visual Arts."

He has held key cultural positions including Editor-in-Chief of Al-Rafid Cultural Magazine (1993-2005),
General Coordinator of the Sharjah International Biennial (1993-2007), Director of the Sharjah Art
[nstitute (1997-2010), Director of the Arab Center for the Arts, and Director of the Sharjah Prize for
Fine Arts Criticism (2007-2011). He was a founding member of the College of Arts and Design at the
University of Sharjah, in partnership with the Royal Academy of Arts and Loughborough University
(1997-2001). From 2011 to 2017, he served as Executive Director of the Muscums and Heritage Sites



Development Unit at the Syrian Ministry of Culture. In 2024, he resumed his advisory work with the
Sharjah Art Foundation in educational development.

He is a member of the International Association of Art Critics (AICA) and the International
Association of Art (AIAP/IAAP) under UNESCO.

His works have been exhibited in solo and group shows across the Arab world and internationally, and
arc held in collections across Syria, the UAE, Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, Germany, France, Italy, Belgium,
the United States, Japan, and beyond.

He received the Gold Award for Short Films at the Cairo Radio and Television Festival (2000) for his
documentary "The Image," and the Gold Critics' Prize at the Tehran Biennale (2009).
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